Assessment of endocarditis and associated complications with transesophageal echocardiography.
TEE offers many benefits in the evaluation of patients with IE. It provides increased sensitivity as compared to TTE in the detection of this disease, and is better able to identify and delineate many of the associated complications and hemodynamic aberrancies. TEE also has helped expand our knowledge of the pathophysiology and natural history of IE. Continued advances in the technology of TEE instrumentation undoubtedly will lead to further improvements in our ability to assess and to treat patients stricken with this serious infection. Nevertheless, IE continues to exact a significant toll on its victims, and our efforts to diagnose, to treat, and to prevent it must not weaken.